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EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: ETRD EACR CO 

SUB J : US VIEWS ON COFFEE 

REF: STATE 182723 

1. GOMEZ JARAMILLO PHONED ECON COUNSELOR ON RETURN FROM BRAZIL 

TO ARRANGE FOR LUNCHEON NEXT WEEK. DURING CONVERSATION COUNSELOR 
PASSED ON VIEWS OUTLINED REFTEL. 

2. GOMEZ SAID THAT AS FAR AS HE HAD BEEN ABLE TO OBSERVE HIGHER 
COFFEE PRICES HAD SO FAR GENERALLY BEEN CALMLY RECEIVED IN U.S. 

WITH ATTENTION FOCUSED MAINLY ON THE BRAZILIAN FREEZE. HE WAS 
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ANXIOUS TO KEEP IT THAT WAY AND INDICATED THAT COLOMBIA. AND 
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HE WAS CERTAIN BRAZIL ALSO, WOULD AVOID ANY STATEMENTS THAT MIGHT 
CREATE THE APPEARANCE OF ATTEMPTING TO EXPLOIT THE SITUATION. 

HE ADDED THAT PRESENT POLICY WAS TO ALLOW MARKET FORCES TO 
DETERMINE PRICE AND THAT COLOMBIA WAS NOT RESTRICTING EXPORTS. 

3. GOMEZ SEEMED VERY PLEASED TO HAVE DEPARTMENT'S COMPLIMENTARY 
VIEWS ON POSITIVE STATEMENTS MADE BY PRODUCERS. 

VARY 
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